
The Mission of Bon Secours Health System is to 
bring compassion to health care and to be good help 

to those in need, especially the poor and dying.

As a system of caregivers, we commit ourselves to help bring
people and communities to health and wholeness as part of
the healing ministry of Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church.

OLBH Mission Statement

For more information 
about palliative care at 

Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital, 
call (606) 833-3264.
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What is palliative care?
Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital (OLBH) is proud to offer 

palliative care services to its patients. Palliative comes from 

the word ÒpalliateÓ which means

Òto ease or comfort.Ó Palliative

care seeks to relieve suffering,

ensure comfort and improve

quality of life. OLBHÕs palliative

care team works to ensure

patientsÕ values and decisions

are respected with their 

comfort a priority.

How is palliative care different than hospice?
Unlike hospice, palliative care is intended for patients with life-limiting
illnesses, not just those with terminal conditions. Palliative care can be
utilized in addition to all other medical treatment. Palliative care focuses
not on death, but on compassionate specialized care for the living.

Who is appropriate for palliative care?
Patients with advanced illness and difficulty managing symptoms 
are candidates for palliative care. These symptoms may include
uncontrolled pain, nausea, constipation, anxiety, shortness of breath,
weakness and fatigue, and delirium. Palliative care can assist patients
and families with difficult decisions concerning goals of care.

Who will provide my care?
Patients requiring palliative care often require complex and varied
technologies and disciplines to assist them. OLBHÕs palliative care team
is led by the hospitalÕs palliative care physician and includes a nurse,
social worker, and chaplain. The team does not replace the attending
physician, but works with a patientÕs doctor to coordinate care.

How may I receive palliative care?
For more information concerning palliative care at OLBH, call 
(606) 833-3264. Physicians or other members of a patientÕs health 
care team also can make a referral.
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